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recent statements, though practised for generations in thrift "which has
degenerated into penuriousness, in industry which has hardened into
unremitting toil for all members of this family, in prudence in marriage
and reproduction which has led in the agricultural departments to
actual retrogression of population, in skill which loses an opportunity
neither in time nor space, is by the law of subdivision so straitened by
the minuteness and morcellement of his estate, and so burdened by his
load of mortgages, that, in spite of a fertile soil, a favourable climate,
abundant markets for valuable produce, and vast manufacturing
enterprise for the absorption of population and rural produce, he can
live only a narrow, unlovely, ignorant, parsimonious life, with no
higher aim than that of saving money to pay off mortgages, to
retain, or to add to his morsels of land. What then can be expected
for the Coimbatore peasant proprietor not many years emancipated
from the rigours of tyranny, from barbarous invasions, and from a
tyrannous fiscal system; industrious, but not unremittingly so ; skilled
in his art by reason of the traditional knowledge of ages, but of a
general ignorance surpassing that of the French peasant or of the
British agricultural labourer; inclined to submissive acquiescence in
failure owing to continual uncertainties of season, and to former
uncertainties due to war and misrule; dwelling on a soil generally
inhospitable, and in a climate of notoriously scant, often ill-distributed)
and precarious rainfall; having but a moderate market for raw
produce and no manufactures, and yet labouring under a normal
increment of population of from 8 to 15 per cent, per decade owing to
the universality of marriage at an early age and of unrestrained repro-
duction, and under a custom of absolutely equal subdivision among
male heirs.               '

P Is it strange that, under these circumstances, the Coimbatore ryot,
though enabled by a tropical climate to exist upon very scanty produce,
or rather, being enabled by a tropical climate to live upon so little that
population is free to multiply till the most miserable and treacherously
arid soils are in cultivation, should be afflictedvwith poverty and liability
to famine, and a heavy death-rate, Danger of famine is always within
a measurable distance in Ooimbatore, and each year of safety but
intensifies the futee danger. Well irrigation alone prevents frequent
minor famines.

A good system of general and agricultural education, and the
growing independence and self-reliance of the ryot, must be looked to
for slow improvement in these matters* Had general and agricultural
education made equal strides with the advance of prices and property,
'the best Coimbatore peasant proprietary might now have compared
favourably with that of Europe in its best parts; in spite of drawbacks
ife Coimbatore garden-owner, that is, the .ryot who has sunk some
,t* ty a fold *itfc a well, is usually in a fair position, has money

out kk property on a high rent, and usually